
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Fraternity Fraternity Meeting Schedule 
The 2nd Saturday of every month: 

           Council Meeting:     12:00-12:45PM 

       Fraternity Meeting:     1:00-2:30PM 
 

Initial Formation Schedule 
The 1st Tuesday of every month (Zoom): 

      Initial Formation (Inquirers):     6:30-7:30PM 

   Initial Formation (Candidates):     7:30-8:30PM 

 

Upcoming Fraternity Events Calendar 
 

Tue Apr-5: Initial Formation (7:30 Zoom Mtg) 

Sat Apr-9:  Council Meeting (12:00) 

Fraternity Meeting (1:00) @ St. Joseph Church 

Sat Apr-23: Regional Assembly (9:00-3:00)  

   St. Pius X Church – Middletown Ct 

   Carpool will leave St. Joseph’s at 7:45 AM 
          

Tue May-3: Initial Formation (7:30 Zoom Mtg) 

Sat May-7:  Council Meeting (12:00) 

Fraternity Meeting (1:00) @ St. Joseph Church 
 

Tue Jun-7: Initial Formation (7:30 Zoom Mtg) 

Sat Jun-11:  Council Meeting (12:00) 

Fraternity Meeting (1:00) @ St. Joseph Church 

 

 

Birthdays 

April 2: Paula Waskiewicz 

April 7: Cheryl Amaral 

April 13: Steve Maxson 

May 12: Angela Richardson  

June 30: Joe Krans 
 

Profession Anniversaries 

May 20, 2001: Paula Waskiewicz, OFS 

May 23, 2015: Stephen Maxson, OFS 

June 21, 2012: Eugene Crevier, OFS;  
 

Death Anniversaries 

May 19, 2008: Jack Cox, OFS 

May 25, 2014: Kathleen (Casey) Miskell, OFS 

June 5, 2017: Paul Ferree, OFS;  

June 28, 2021: Rita Reil, OFS;  

 
 

 

 

Spring 2022 

(April-June) 

Fraternity Council 

Minister: 

Joseph Krans, OFS 

Vice Minister: 

Angela Richardson, OFS 

Secretary: 

Jane Mills, OFS 

Treasurer: 

Tammy Hitzfeld, OFS 

Formation Director: 

Stephen Maxson, OFS 
 

 

Contact Information 

Minister 

Joseph Krans, OFS 

508-867-8881; 

st.joseph.ofs@gmail.com 

Formation Director 

Stephen Maxson, OFS 

508-735-8266; 

maxtiger@aol.com 

Newsletter Editor 

Joseph Krans, OFS 

508-867-8881; 

st.joseph.ofs@gmail.com 
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Initial and Ongoing Formation: 

Schedules with dates and chapters from Franciscan Journey for those participating in initial and facilitating 

ongoing formation.  For ongoing formation all should read the assigned chapter or reading material and reflect on 

the related questions prior to our fraternity meeting.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ongoing Formation Schedule 
 

April 9:  Fraternity Meeting 1:00  The Cross (Chris) 

 

May 7:  Fraternity Meeting 1:00  Easter Celebration (Steve) 
 

June 11:   Fraternity Meeting 1:00  Franciscan Intellectual Tradition - Part 1 (Angela) 

     Pages 1-20  

FraternityApostolates 
 

Solanus Casey Region Haiti Apostolate 
We support our regional Haiti apostolate, which seeks to build a relationship of love 

 - through friendship and service - with the people of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish  

in Carrefour des Peres, Haiti. For more information visit: 

 https://www.solanuscaseyregionofs.org/haiti-apostolate 
 

Overlook 
St. Joseph Fraternity has a visitation ministry to home-bound  

at The Overlook in Charlton.  See Angela Richardson, our Overlook Coordinator, for more details. 
 

Blessing Bags for the Homeless 
St. Joseph Fraternity collects money, purchases items, assembles and distributes Blessing Bags for the 

homeless.  These blessing bags include essentials, such as toiletries and socks, as well as snacks. 
 

 Christmas Birdseed 
Each Christmas, the St. Joseph Fraternity prepares packets of birdseed for distribution after Sunday Masses 

during the Christmas season. This outreach to the parish community provides a reminder to celebrate the 

wonders of God’s creation, by feeding the birds at Christmastime. 

Initial Formation Schedule 
All members of the fraternity are encouraged to participate in the formation process for new candidates.  

Please feel free to join us anytime. 
 

 

April 5:  Formation 7:30 (Zoom) - Franciscan Journey – Chapters 11 
 

May 3:   Formation 7:30 (Zoom) - Franciscan Journey – Chapter 12 
 

June 7:  Formation 7:30 (Zoom) - Franciscan Journey – Chapter 13 

https://www.solanuscaseyregionofs.org/haiti-apostolate
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The Hope of Lent 
Diane M. Houdek 

 
We might think that the hope of Lent has to do with our hope that we will get through it, that we will come to 

the end of it. We see Lent as an obstacle course we need to navigate in order to get to the great feast of Easter. 

But while the Lenten season is indeed preparation for our Easter celebration, the hope of this season is that we 

will find our lives transformed by the many ways we encounter God’s Word, by the richness of the Scripture 

readings chosen to encourage, to challenge, to confront, to comfort. Focusing only on the end goal would cause 

us to miss so much along the way. 
 

The greatest hope of Lent is the discovery that it’s not only about penance, 

deprivation, spiritual struggles, and rooting out sin in our lives. Those are 

often the things we do during Lent. But the hope of Lent lies in what God 

does. From the beginning of his pontificate, Pope Francis has made mercy 

his hallmark. It’s no surprise that he declared a special year dedicated to 

the contemplation of mercy. 
 

Pope Francis wants us to realize that God’s mercy and grace surround us 

not just in special times and places but always and everywhere. Lent is a 

time to discover the extraordinary in the ordinary, to be surprised by God’s 

mercy when we least expect it. As the season begins, think about the hopes 

you have for Lent this year. Think about what changes you want to see in 

your life, in the world. Let the words of Pope Francis guide you on a 

journey of bringing those hopes to fulfillment. 

 

Taking the Word to Heart 

People often remark on the way our churches are filled on Ash Wednesday. 

It’s not a holy day of obligation. No one is required to attend Mass or receive blessed ashes. But there’s 

something about the beginning of this season of Lent that draws us in, calls us to return to sanity, to a bit of 

austerity, to a change of heart and mind. It’s a second chance at our new year’s resolutions, long since broken 

and forgotten. It’s a second chance at making changes in our lives. For some people, it’s no less than a second 

chance at life. That something that draws us is God’s grace. And it’s drawing us back to God’s merciful 

embrace. 
 

There’s something attractive about Lent beginning in the middle of an ordinary week, catching us in the midst 

of our daily occupations and asking us to take time out to find God there. Lent doesn’t take us away from our 

ordinary lives, but rather it invites us to bring a new and holy attention to those activities. This should be the 

way with all of our spiritual practices. We take time apart in order to return to our daily activities with new 

inspiration. God will always surprise us with possibilities when we least expect them. Let this Lent be one of 

those surprises.  

 

Bringing the Word to Life 

The prophet Joel calls for a public ritual of repentance. Jesus reminds his followers that our deepest need is 

between ourselves and the Father. Both are necessary. Which do you need this Lent? 
 

How might your Lenten observances contain a healthy balance of public and private prayer? Choose something 

this Lent that will enhance your day-to-day interactions with the people in your life. 

 

Franciscan Media - FRANCISCAN SPIRIT BLOG 

 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/franciscan-spirit-blog
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Prayers 
• God, heed the pleading of the poor and the cries of those in need  

• Protect the homeless, shelter refugees, and inspire justice for immigrants 

• Turn our hearts to kindness, humble love, and concern for those in need.  

• Advance appreciation, respect, and dialogue among Christians, Jews, 

Muslims, Hindus and Buddhists. 

• Open our eyes to behold the magnificent beauty of nature and stir our desire 

to care for the earth 

• For our deceased brothers and deceased 

• For the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the homeless, the sick, 

the imprisoned, and the dead.  

• Cure any inner blindness that fails to recognize Christ’s presence in every 

person.  

• For victims of oppression, violence and war  

Blogs 
Blessed Solanus Casey Region Message Board Blog:  

https://blog.solanuscaseyregionofs.org/   
 

Jean Mahan’s Blog is Woman at the Well. Her blog can be accessed at 

www.jmahan1936.blogspot.com   
 

Useful Websites 
International secular Franciscan Order: http://www.ciofs.org/portal/en/ 

Secular Franciscan Order USA: https://secularfranciscansUSA.org 

Blessed Solanus Casey Regional Fraternity: 

https://www.solanuscaseyregionofs.org/  This site has interesting and 

valuable information on Fr. Solanus Casey, on regional fraternities, on initial 

and ongoing formation, on useful fraternity forms, and on relevant web sites.  

Order of Secular Franciscans at Charlton MA.  

http://www.stjosephscharlton.com/order-franciscan-seculars  Our website has 

recently been beautifully updated/ This has much information about out 

chapter. It also has links to many useful Franciscan sites.  

Franciscan Action Network: https://franciscanaction.org/   This site focuses 

on action for the poor and marginalizes and on issues of violence, war and 

peace. 

Franciscans for Justice:  http://www.franciscansforjustice.org/  This web 

site focuses on justice, peace and care for creation in ourselves, the Church 

and in the broader society. In the Franciscan tradition, animation is a form of 

leadership that stresses the power of good example and encouragement.  This 

approach respects and supports others who share our values in living out 

their calling.  

Franciscan Institute:   

https://www.franciscanpublications.com/pages/about-us. The Franciscan 

Institute and School of Franciscan Studies is a center for promoting the study 

of Franciscan sources, history and theology. Franciscan Institute Publications is a leading publisher of books and 

journals on medieval Franciscan history, sources, spirituality, philosophy and theology as well as contemporary 

issues on Franciscan life and ministry.    

 

 

Blessed and Saints  
 

April 2:  

St. Agnes de Prague, Virgin, 

of the Franciscan 2nd-Order; 

a "Poor Clare" sister, d. 1282 

April 4:  

Bl. Martyrs of the Franciscan 

1st Order of Gondar 

(Ethiopia), d. 1716 

April 16:  

Bl. Torello de Poppi, 

Confessor, Franciscan Third 

Order Secular, d. 1282 

 

May 19:  

St. Yves, Priest, Franciscan 

Third Order Secular, d. 1303 

May 24: 

Bl. Jean de Prado, Priest, 

religious of the Franciscan 1st 

Order, martyr 1631 

May 26:  

St. Philippe Neri, Priest, had 

been a tertiary before 

founding or joining another 

religious Institute, d. 1595 

 

June 2:  

Bl. Jean Pelingotto, 

Confessor, Franciscan Third 

Order Secular, d. 1304 

June 3:  

Bl. Andre de Spello, Priest, 

religious of the Franciscan 1st 

Order, d. 1254 

June 13:  

St. Anthony of Padua, Priest, 

religious of the Franciscan 1st 

Order, d. 1231 

 

https://blog.solanuscaseyregionofs.org/
http://www.jmahan1936.blogspot.com/
http://www.ciofs.org/portal/en/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/
https://www.solanuscaseyregionofs.org/
http://www.stjosephscharlton.com/order-franciscan-seculars
https://franciscanaction.org/
http://www.franciscansforjustice.org/
https://www.franciscanpublications.com/pages/about-us

